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Art Unit: 3761 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. The substitute specification filed 5-23-07 does not comply with 37 CFR 1.121. For 
example, the marked up copy of the Summary of the Invention section of the specification does 
not show the text of each paragraph of the 3-14-06 substitute specification amended to arrive at 
the paragraphs of the 1 1-13-06 substitute specification, i.e. the paragraphs shown amended are 
not the same as the paragraphs previously presented. For example, the second full paragraph on 
page 3 of the marked up copy of the 5-23-06 substitute specification is not the same as the 
second full paragraph on page 3 of the 3-06 substitute specification, i.e. the last portion of the 
paragraph was made into new paragraphs rather than cancelling such text and adding new 
underlined paragraphs. Furthermore, the "clean" copy is not clean, e.g. see pages 2-7 thereof. 
The substitute specification of 5-23-07 also presents new errors, e.g. see the sentence bridging 
pages 2-3 of the "clean" copy. (It is also noted that the text of the Summary was merely inserted 
at the beginning of the Description, i.e. without reference to the Figures nor inserted at whatever 
portion of the description discusses the respective implementation. See paragraph 6 infra also.) 
Therefore, see paragraphs 3-5 infra. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine 
the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 
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For Example: 

Description 

3. The substitute specification including the abstract filed 1 1-13-06 has not been entered. 
Therefore see the following paragraphs. 

4. 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms." The specification is replete with terms which are not clear, concise 
and exact. The specification should be revised carefully in order to comply with 35 U.S.C. 112, 
first paragraph. Examples of some unclear, inexact or verbose terms used in the specification 
are: the abstract, the first sentence, page 22, lines 13-16. 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The specification 
is still replete with informalities. For example: 1) The Summary of the Invention section, i.e. a 
description of the claimed invention , not the detailed description of the invention, regardless of 
length, and the invention of the claims are still not commensurate in scope, see MPEP 608.01(d). 
It is noted the extraneous descriptive matter in the Summary should be included in the Detailed 
Description instead, if not already. 2) On page 4, line 13, the numeral in parenthesis should be 
deleted. This also applies to page 13, lines 14, 23 and 31. 3) On page 17, line 17 from the 
bottom line, "3" still should be -3(A)-(B)-. 4) As also discussed infra, a main body which 
comprises an elongated convex area formed in the longitudinal direction of the surface sheet so 
that the substantial center area of the surface sheet is formed convex in the lateral direction is 
claimed in claim 1 on lines 21-25 and similarly claimed in claim 14. Such description only 
requires the surface sheet form such convex area. On lines 25-26 of claim 1 it is further 
described that at least an end of the convex area forms a finger insertion opening. While the 
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originally filed specification at page 4, lines 6-9 described such a main body which comprises an 
elongated convex area formed in the longitudinal direction of the surface sheet so that the 
substantial center area of the surface sheet is formed convex in the lateral direction, on page 7, 
lines 17-page 8, line 4, and page 22, line 3-page 23, line 14 and Figures 1-4 of the originally filed 
specification it was described that the finger insertion opening is formed between unbonded 
portions of a convex area defined by the center area of the main sheet body and the sub-sheet 
body, i.e. not by a convex portion of surface sheet. Therefore, at the very least, the description of 
the convex portion and the opening defined thereby is not clear and consistent throughout the 
application. If the opening is part of the convex portion of the surface sheet as encompassed by 
the scope of the claim, where is such described in the specification (i.e. proper antecedent basis 
for all claimed subject matter should be set forth, see 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o), 
and Applicant should also specifically point out the original support for such opening, see MPEP 
714.02) but if such opening is formed between the bodies as already described, a complete, clear, 
consistent description of the invention should be set forth throughout the application, including 
the claims. The specification should be carefully reviewed and revised, as necessary, to 
overcome all the informalities. Applicant is thanked in advance for the continuing cooperation 
in placing the specification in proper form. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

6. The amendment filed 3-14-06 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 
introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment shall 
introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material which is not 
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supported by the original disclosure is as follows: referring to the marked-up specification, the 
amendments to pages 4, 6-8, 10, 12-15. 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

The amendments on those pages remove referral to a particular embodiment, i.e. (1), A 
interlabial pad according to (1), (3). . .according to (1) or (2), (4). . .according to (3), so that the 
combinations described originally in the Summary are no longer described in that section in the 
same scope. For example, the bonding set forth in the third full paragraph of page 4 is no longer 
described as being in combination with the pad as set forth in the third full paragraph of page 3 
but rather just "an interlabial pad". If Applicant maintains such language the portion of the 
original specification which provides support for each of the combinations of the same scope as 
now described in a single embodiment should be set forth. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 5, 14 and 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 5, 
line 3, "the mini-sheet forming" should be deleted and after "opening", -formed- should be 
inserted. On the second to last line, "each", last, should be -one-, and on the last line, ", 
respectively... ends" should be -at a respective one of the opposite ends-. In claim 14, line 9, 
should -substantially planar-shaped- be inserted after "a"? On line 15, should -of the main 
body- be inserted after "sheet" at each occurrence? In claim 18, lines 3-4, change "a 
surface. . .body" to -the mini sheet piece--. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

8. Claims 1, 5-7, 9-14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, in the last section it is now claimed that the bodies are not directly bonded to 
each other than at the side edges yet on line 29 the sides edges are claimed as being "bonded" 
which terminology includes indirect as well as direct bonding. Contrast this to the claim 
language of the second and third sections from the bottom of claim 14. Therefore, it is unclear 
whether the bonding of the edges is only direct or not, i.e. if so, in claim 1, line 29, before 
"bonded", -directly- should be inserted. Also, the sheets of the main body are claimed as being 
bonded to each other so as to enclose the absorber, see lines 4-6 of claim 1 . On lines 21-26, it is 
claimed that the main body comprises an elongated convex area formed in the longitudinal 
direction of the surface sheet so that the substantial center area of the surface sheet is formed 
convex in the lateral direction, i.e. at a minimum only the surface sheet is required to form such 
convex area (Note also claim 6). On lines 25-26 it is further claimed that at least an end of the 
convex area forms a finger insertion opening. Therefore, it is unclear whether sheets of the body 
enclose the absorber or not, i.e. since the surface sheet forms the convex area and such area has 
one end forming an opening, the absorber would not be enclosed as claimed. With regard to 
claim 14, the remarks with respect to claim 1 apply to similar language in this claim. 
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Claim Language Interpretation 
9. The claim terminology is interpreted in light of the specific definitions on page 5, lines 
10-11 and the sentence bridging pages 6-7. Any other claim language not specifically defined 
has been interpreted in view of the usual and common meaning of such, i.e. the dictionary 
definition. It is noted that the terminology "bonded" without any modifying terminology 
includes indirect bonding or direct bonding. A product by process is recited by line 2 of claim 6, 
i.e. see MPEP 2113, i.e. patentability is determined based on the end product of a product by 
process claim, not the process. The end product of claim 6 is interpreted to include a portion of 
the main sheet body being bent. It is noted that the terminology "mini" in claims 5 and 1 8 has 
not been claimed with respect to any other structure, i.e. mini compared to what, and thereby is 
considered relative absent specific dimensions thereof Due to the lack of clarity with regard to 
claim 1, the language will be interpreted to require at a minimum a main sheet body and a sub- 
sheet body bonded directly to each other at their longitudinal side edges and not being bonded 
directly anywhere else. Due to the lack of clarity with regard to the convex portion of claim 1 
and similar structure in claim 14, the main sheet body will be interpreted as comprising an 
elongated convex formed along the longitudinal direction of the surface sheet so that a 
substantial center area of surface sheet at a minimum in a lateral direction is formed convex 
towards the body and such convex area has a finger insertion opening at least at one of the area's 
two ends, i.e. the sheets of the main body do not enclose the absorber. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

10. The claims as best understood see discussion supra patentably distinguish over the 
prior art. As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either comply 
with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not complied with. See 37 
CFR 1.1 1 1(b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's remarks have been carefully considered but are either deemed moot in 
that the issues discussed have not been reraised or deemed not persuasive for the reasons set 
forth supra. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karin M. Reichle whose telephone number is (571) 272-4936. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571) 272-1 115. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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